— — _— 


NAR R ATIVE 


. Of the wholeProctedings of the 


HIGH COURT of JUSTICE 


IN THE 


TRYALL 


OF THE 


KING 


W FRY Hall, on SIS the 20, and 


Monday the 22. 0t this inſtant Femary. 
V Vith the ſeveral Speeches of the King, 


Lord Preſident, and ER General. 


Publiſhed by Amhority to prevent falſe and ing- 
— Relations. | 


| theſe Proceedings of the Tryall of the King , 1 /a0 
Imprimatur, Gitvzk rt MaBvuOT., 


Carer etl ant rt i Enamel rm tu tu rn nt nmmnn—_ 


w_ 


Londan, Printed for John Playford, andare to be ſold at his "MV 7 
the lgner Temp. .1a#,23. 1649: = 


A perfect Natrative of the whole Proceedings of the High 


court of Fwſtice in the Tryall of the King in Vreſtminſtes 
' Hall Saturday, Jan.20. 1649, 


WE2SgT the high Court of Juſtice ſitting in the great 
LJ Hall at Weſtminſter , Serjeant Braafhaw Lord 


FF Preſident, about 70: Members preſent, [D yes, 
gg made, Silence commanded. 


The Act of the Commons in Parliament #for 
yp the Tryall of the King) was read, after the Court 
WIA: was called , and cach Member riting,up as he was 
dy. called? _. - 1 
The King came into the Court (with his Hat on) the Serjeant 
uſherd him in with the Muce 3 Col. Hacker, and about thirty 
_ Officers and Gentlemen more, came as his Guard. 

Ldrd Preſident, CuaR LES STUART King of Ergland, the 
Commons of;England, aflembled in Parliament, being ſenlible of the 
orcat Calamities that have been brought upon this Nation, and of the 
ingocept Blood'thar hath been ſhed in this Nation,' which ate referred 
ra you as tle Anthor of ir; 'and according to that duty which they 
owe to God , to the Nation, and to themſelves ; and according to 
that Power and Fundamentall Truſt that is repoſed in them by the 
People have-conſtituted this high Court of Juſtice , before; which 
you arc now brought, and you arc to hear your Charge, upon which 
rhe Court will proceed. | 

Mr. Cook Solicitor General. My Lord, in behalf of the Commons 
of England,and of all the people thereofg ] do accuſe Charles Stuart, 
here preſent, of high Treaſon, and high Mifdemeanors ; and 1 doy m 
rthe.name of rhe-Cormmons of ,Eng/and, defire the Charge may abe 
read unto him. The King. Hold a little: 

Lord Preſident. Sir, the Court commands the Charge to be read, f 
you have any thing to ſay afterwards, you may be heard, _— 

The Chats read... + - Ee: | | 
The King ſmited ofcen daring the ume cipocaly at theſe words, Tyrant 

3 & i Traytor,Murtherer and Publick Enemy of the Common- wealth. 
s- Lord Preſident, Sir, you have noxy heard your Charge read, con- 
wining ſuch matter as appears in it ; you finde,That in the cloſe of it, - 
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it is prayed to the Court, in the behale of -che Commons of © England, 
that you anſwer to your Charge. The Court expetts your Anfwers, .. 

' The King. I would know by what poyver I am called hither; I'was 
not lo ago iti the Iſle of 7/ight, how I came there; is a longer ſtory 
then T think is fit at this time for me to ſpeak of,; bur there F'entred 
int a Treaty with both Houſes of Parliament with as much Publique 
Faith as its poſsible to be had of any people in the world. I treated 
there with a number vf Honorable Lords and, Gentlemeo, and: rreated 
honeſtly and uprightly; I cannot ſay but they. did very nobly with me, 
we Were upon a concluſion of the Treaty. Now I would know by 
what Authority, I mean, lawfull ; there are many unlawfull Autho- 
rities in the world, Theeves & Robbers by the hizh ways;but I would 
know by whar-Authority I was brought from rhence, and carryed 
from place to place, (and I know not what) and when I know what 
fawfull Authority, 1 ſhall anſiver; Remember I am your King, your 
lawfull King,and what ſins you bring upon your heads,and the judge- 
ment of God upon this Land,think well upon it, I ſay, think well up- 
on it, before you go further from one {into a gs 196; mn let mc 
know by what lawfull Authority I am ſeated here, and I ſhall not be 
unwilling to anſwer ; in the mean time I ſhall nor betray my Truſt ; 

E have a Truſt committed to me by God , by old and Jawfull deſcent, 
I wilt not betray it to anſwer a new untawfull Authority., therefore 
reſolve me thar, and! you ſhall hear more of me. | 
Lord Preſident.\1f you had been pleaſed to have obſerved what was 
hinted to you, by the Court, at your firſt coming hither, .you would 
have known by what Authority ; which Authority -requires -you in 
the name of the People of England, of which you. arc Eleed;King, 
to anſwer them. T he King. No Sir, I deny that.” |, 
Lord Preſident, If you acknowledge not. the . Authority of: the 
Court, they muſt proceed. , | CEE RY, 
The King. I do tell them ſo, England iyas never am Blocuive King- 
dow,but an Hereditary Kingdom for neer theſe thouſand yeaxszthere- 
fore let me know by what Authority I am called. hither.;! I: do ſang 
more for the Libercy of my prople then any here tha. come ro he my 
pretended Judpes;and therefore let me know by what:lawfull Autho- 
a, fifty Tam ſeared here,& I wil anſwer it,otherwiſe £ will not anſwer it 
Lord Preſident. Sir, how really you have managed your Truſt, is 
known ; your way of anfiver is to interrogate the Court which. be- 
ſcems not you in this condition. You have bin told.of it: twice or thrice. 


T be: Kg. Here is a Gentleman, Lieut. Col, Cob pac |it M | 
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did not bring me from the Wie of 779i; }, by force ? I do notcome here 
as ſubmitting to the Court ; 1 will rand as much for the Priviledge 
of the Houſe of Commons, rightly underſtood,as any man here what- 
ſoever,] ſee no Houſe of Lords here that may conſtitute a Parhiameng, 
and (the King too) iſHould have been. Ts. this the bringing.of the 
King to his Parliament ? Is this the bhrin ing an end to tie Treaty in 
che Pablique Faith of the world ? Let me ſee a.legall Authority War- 
ranted by the Word of God,the Scrjptures,op warranted by the Con- 
Rjtutions of tlic "4 and I will. anſwer. 

Lord Preſident. Sir, You have nropounded'a Queſtion, and have 
een anſwered; ſeeing you will not anſwer, the Cpurt will conſider 
OW £0 og in the mcan-time, thoſe that brought you hither are 

ro take charge of you back apain, 

The Court defires to know, whether this be all the Anſwer-you 
will give, or no. 

The King. Sir, I defire that yon would give me,andall the world, 
fatisfa&tion in this ; let me-tell'yon, it is net a, [light thing you are 
about.I am ſwora to keep the Peace by that dyty 1.owe to GOD and 
my Country,and'1 will do it to the laft breath of my body,ava there: 
fore you ſhall dq well to ſarisfic tirſt. GON,and then the Country, by 
what Authority you do, it, if you do it by a uſurped Authority , you 
cannot -anſwerit. There is a GOD in Heaycn that will call you, and 
all that giye you power, to account ; Satisfc me in that,, and I will 
anfwer,ortherwiſc I betray my cruſt, and the Libertics of the Beopleg 
and therefore rhink of thar,and then 1 ſhall be willing:For I.do avow, 
liar it isx' great fin to withſtand lawful Authority, asit is to ſubmicr 
toaTyrannitall, or any otherways.unlawfull Authority, and. there- 
fore ſatisfie-me that, and you ſhalt receive my anſwer, = 
-! Bord Preſident. The Court expeds you, ſhould give them a final 
Anſwer, thcir purpoſe is to adjourg till Monday next, if you domor 
latisfie your ſelf, thoygh we do tell you our Authority,we arc ſatisfied 
with-our Authority , and it is upon Gods Aughanny and, the. King» 
doms;and that Peace you ſpeak of will be kept in the doipg of Juſtice; 
andthats our preſent Work. : 

The King. For anſwcr let me tell, you , You have dhewn, no-law= 
fa) Authority to fatisfic any, reaſonable man» = 

Lord Preſdent. That is in your apprehenſgon', wearec ſatisfied 
that are your Judges, | 
þ.. The King, Tis. not my apprehenſion,, nor. yours neither,. (that 
ng Tow Mt we # 7.4 El Lord 

; we 10 - LK © 


ad 


RRNTERS wA©wcCgSEM = 
* Lord Prefidenr, The Court «of BY: you, and. you. are to be) 
deſpoſed' of as they hve commanded. Sg | 
The Court :(4j9urs to thepainted Chamber on 249nday ax. r0.. of” 
the clock. ia the ſoxcaoon, and thencethurher. | Eh Eh 
Itis to he obſerved, | 2 PORT EPS 
That as che Charge was reading againlt. the King, the bead of hig 
ſtaff feil'offf, which he wondered at,, and ſeeing.nonct9 take it.up,, he. 
ſtops for it hiznſelf. | Z 
As the King/vyent ayvay facing the Court, ſaid, 1.do.not fear that, 
(_meaning-the ſword. ) The pcople inthe Hall as lic. went-down.the 
ſtairs cryed out; ſome, God ſave t he K "ng, nnd mall the je iTe... 
At the high (Court of Tuſtice ſitting in Wiſtminſter Hall ,_ Munday 
January 22. 1649» 
(Q) Yes made.. Silence commanded. The Court called and anſwered 
to their names, | | 
Silence commanded upon- pain-of impriſonment., and.the;Captain 
of the Guard to apprehend all ſich as make diſturbance, 
 Upenthe Kings coming; in a ſhout was made. 
Command given by. the Court to the Captain.af the Guard. to; 
ftch.and rake.tneo his cuſtody, thoſe wha make any diſtugbance. 
Mr. $gh; citor. May «pleaſe your Lordſhip, my Lord Preſident, - | 
' Ididatthe laſt Court. in the behalf of the Commons of. England, 
exhibit-and givc into this Court a Charge of high Treaſon, and. other : 
high Crimes againſt: the Priſoner at:the. Barre. whereof I do aceuſe 
bim ia the name of thc People of Engtaad:, and. the Chargewas read: 
yaeo him, and. his. Anfwer, requized. My. Lord, He was, not then- 
pleaſed to give an Anſwer, but in ſtead of anſwering', did there diſ-- 
pate the. authority. of this High:Court., My humble: Motion: to this- 
high Court is bebalf of the Kingdom. of, England.is;, That the Pri- 
ſoner: may, be directed to make a,paſitive; Anſwer, eicher by way of: 
Confeſſion, or 'Negation ; which.if beſhall.cefuſe to-do, That the" 
matter of Charge may. bc taken pro.confeſſo., and.the Court may pro- 
cced according to juſticr« 
| Lerd Preſidents. Sir, You may remember at the lat. Court you: 
were told the occaſion of your being brought hither , and you heard: 
a Charge read againſt you.. containing, a charge:of high Treaſoniavd” 
other high. crimes: again, this Realm of England ; you heard: like- 
wiſc,that it-was prayed.iu the bchalf of. the People, that you ſhould. 
glycan Anſwer, to that Charge,,, that.thereupon ſuchi, proceedings» 
might. bc. had as ſhould be agreeable to juſtice ; you were then plea- 
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fed to make” ſome ſcruples concerning] the - Authority . of this 
Court , and knew not by what authority you were brought hither ; 
you did divers times propound your Queſtions , and were as often 
anſwered , Thatit was by authority of the Commons of England, 
aſſembledin Parliament , that did think fit to call you to 'Account” 
for thoſe high and capitall Miſdemeanours wherewith. you were . 
then charged. Sence that the Courr-hath taken into' Conſideration. 
whar.you then ſi:d,they are fully ſatisfied with their own authority, 
and they hold it fit you ſhould ſtand ſatisfied with it too ; and they 
do require it,that you do givea poſitive and particular.anſwer to this 
charge thar is exhibired againſt you ; they do expe you ſhould ci- 
ther confefle or deny it ; if you deny, it is offered in the behalfe of the 
Kingdom to be made avodanciels you: ; their -authority they do 
ayow to the whole world , that the whole Kingdom are to reſt fary- 
tied-in, - and you are to reſt ſatisfied with ir, andtherefdre you arc td 
loſe no more time, bur to give a politive anſwer thereunto. 

\ The King. When I was here faſt, it is very truce, I made that 
Queſtion, and truly if it were onely my own particular caſe, I 
would have ſatisfte my ſelf with the Proteſtarion.I made the laſt time 
I-was here againſt the legality of this Court, and that a King cannor 
be tried by any Superiour Juriſdition on Earth ; bur it is nor me 
caſe.alone, it is the freedom and the liberry of the People of England, 
and do you pretend what you will , I ſtand more for. their Liberties. 
For if power without Law may make Laws, may alcer the funda-, 
mentall Lawes of the Kingdom, 1 do nor know what ſubje& he isin 
Englang,that can be: ſure of his life or an thing that he calls his own'; 
therefore when that-1 came here, 1 did expe parricular reaſons ro 
know by what Law, what Authority you tid proceed againſt me 
here , and therefore I am.a little'to ſeek what to ſay to you in this 
particulat, becauſe the Affirmative is to be proved, rhe Negarive of- 
ren is very. hard to do : but ſince I cannor' perſwade you to do'tt, I 
ſhall tell you my Reaſons as ſhort as 1 can: | 

' My Reaſons why in Conſcience and. the duty I owe to God firſt, 
and my People next, for the preſervation of their lives, Liberrics and 


Kitates ; I conceive I cannot anfiver this, till I be ſatisfied of the le- 
gality of it. - En i onawgh >> 
- All proceedings againſt any man whatſoever: 
- Lord Preſident: Sir , I muſt interrupt you, which I would not do, 
but chat what you do is not agreeable to * 0 proccedings of any Court 
ef Juſtice , you arc:about to enter into Argument , and diſpute con- 


"—... 


- wo 


eerning the Authority of this Conre , before-whom you appear ava 
priſoner , and are charged as an high Delinquent ; if you. take upon 
you to diſpute the Authority of the Court we may nor do it; nor will 
any Court give way unto it , you arc to ſubmit unto'ir, you arc to 
give 2 punRuall and direct anſwer, whether ye will anſwer your 
har 4 no, and what youranſwer is. £ 
The King. Sir , by your favour,I do not know the forms of Law, 
I do knoxw Law and Reaſon, though T am-no Lawyer profeſſed, but I 
know as much Lay as any Gentleman in England ; and therefore(un- 
der favour ) 1 do plead for the Liberties of the people of England 
more then you do, and therefore if I ſhould impoſe a belief upon any 
man without reaſons given for it,it were-unreaſonable, but T muſt tell 
you*rhat that reaſon that-I have as thus informed 1 cannor yeeld to it. 
Lord Preſidert. Sir , I muft interrupt you', you may not be per- 
mitted, you ſpeak of Law and reaſor, it 1s ht there ſhould be Law and 
r-aſon,and there is both-againſt you. ,Sir , the Votre of the Commons 
of England afſetnbled in Parhamcnt , it is rhe reaſon of the Kingdom, 
and they are theſe that have given to that Law”, according to which 
you ſhould have ruled and reigned : Sir , you are not to diſpute our 
Authority : you are told it again by the Court. Sir , it will be taken 
notice of, that you ſtand in contempt of rhe Court, aud your con- 
rempt will be recorded accordingly. CEE ne fo 
The King. I doc not know how a King can be a'Delinquent,but by 
any Lay that ever I heard of,all men (Delinquents or what you will) 
let me tell you they may put in Demurrers _ any proceeding as 
lepall, and I do demand that, and demand to be heard with my Rea- 
ſons,if you deny that, you deny Reaſon. © + \ 
Lord Preſident. Sir, you have offered ſomething to the Court, 1 
ſhall ſpeak ſomething unto you the ſence of the Court. Sir, neither 
you nor any man are permitred ro diſpute that point, you-are conclud- 
ed, you may not demurre the Juriſdition'cf the Court, if you do, I 
muſt let you know, that they over-rale. your Demurrer, they ſic here 
by the Authority of the Commons of England, and all your Prede- 
ceflors,and you are reſponſible to them, ae, 
T he King, ] deny fhar, ſhew me vne preſident. 
| Lord Preſident. Sir, you ought not to-interrupt while the Coure is 
þ a2, to you, this paint 1s not to be debated: by you,neither will the 
urt permit, you'to do jj , if you offep w way of Demurres to tlic 


Juriſdiion of the Coyrt , they have conſidered of ctheir'] uriſtiction, 

'cthey do-aftirme their own . ] uriſdiQjon. + —- 

T he King. ] fay Sir, by your favour, that the Commons ef England 
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gs nbver aCourt of Judicarurc,I weuldknow how.they cametale ſo 
Lord Preſident, Sir, You are not iv bepermitted to go owinthat 
ifpeech and theſe diſcourſes. = WY 

* Then the Clerk of the Court read as followeth. "RO, 

Charlcs Stuart King of England, Ton have been accuſed on the'be.- 
half of the People of England of high Treaſon audother bigh crimes ; 

the {omrt have determined that ye ouz8 to ari[Wer the ſame. | 
' . The King. I will anfiver the ſame fo founas I know by-whaer 
auchority,you do this. = | | 

Lord Preſedear. If this be all that you will ſay , rhen Gentlemen 
you that broughtthe Priſoner hither,take charge of him back again. , 

_ -The.Kingz 1 dorequire that I may, give in my Reaſons why 1 do 
notanſwer,and give me time farithat. | 0 

Lord Preſideat.. Sir, ,Tis not for Priſoners to require. 

The King. Priſoncrs 2 Sir, I am not an ordinary Prifoner, 

Lord Preſident. The Court hath conſidered of rheie juriſdiction, 
and'they have already affirm'd their jarisdichon ; if you will noran; 
ver, we ſhall give order to record your defaulc. 

The King. You never heard my reaſon yet. | 

Lord Preſident. Sir, Your rcaſons arc not to be heard againſt the 
higheſt juriſdiction. | | 
The King.Shew me that Juriſdiction where reafort is not eo bechenrd 

1 Lord Preſidest. Sire ſhewit you here,the Commons of England: 
and.the next time you are brought you will know more of the pleafure 
of the Court ; and, it may be, thcir finall determination. 

T he King. Shew me where ever the Houſe of Commons was a 
Court of Judicature of that kinde. 

Lord Preſident, Sergeant, Take away the Priſoner, DM 

The King. Well Sir, Remember that the King is not ſuffer'd ro 
give in his-Reaſons for the T.iberty and Freedom of all his Subjects. 

Lord Preſident. Sir , You arc not to have liberty to uſe this lan- 
2vage ; How great afriend.you have been to the Laws and Liberties 
of the Peoplegler all England and the world judpe. 

The King. Sir, a favour it was the Liberty, Freedom, and 
Laws of the ſubje that ever I rook defended my (elf with 
Arms, I never took up Arms.againſt the People,but for the Laws. 

Lord Preſident. The Command. of the Court muſt be obeyed; — 
no anſwer-waill be given to the Charge. The King. Welt Sir. 
And ſo. was guarded forth to Sir Robert Cottons houſe, 

The Court —— ro the Painted Chamber on Tueſday at 
twelve a clock,and from thence they intend to adjourn to Weſtminſter 
Hall,at which time all CR” ones are tO give their attendance. 
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